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SIR ALAN CATHCART & ROSSI

THE WORLD'S MOST SUCCESSFUL MOTOJOURNALIST, SIR ALAN CATHCART

Sir Alan writes for something like 57 motorcycle magazines around the globe. 

The British media constantly refer to him as 'Sir Alan'. As a former rider, he is still able to qualify, even though he is in his fifties. His stories are read all over the world. No motorbike reporter has the same level of influence as the British reporter Alan Cathcart. He writes about finding out the truth, his passion for bikes and professional riding. 'You have to be honest as a rider.' 
Rumour has it that he has been knighted - Sir Alan Cathcart. 'Oh no, Sir Alan is merely a pet name that the British media gave me in the nineteen-eighties because of my "aristocratic" appearance,' he explains in a telephone interview from England. 'In my case, "Sir Alan" doesn't get you anything, except a smile. It's a nice compliment, that's true, but I do see myself more as a gentleman of leisure, a gentleman of high standing by the grace of the media.' His initial career choice had nothing to do with motorbikes at all. He graduated from law school and entered the travel industry in the 1980s. He lived in Paris for three years, running a travel agency, and in South Africa for nine months. 'I would probably have stayed there if apartheid hadn't reared its head.' His passion for speed in general and for motorbikes in particular is a constant factor in the life of Alan Cathcart. In the early 1980s, he occasionally wrote for Classic Bike magazine, after which he focused fulltime on motorbike reporting in the late 1980s. And with success. When using Alan Cathcart as a Google search term on the internet, it yields hundreds of hits and his name is continuously being linked to some kind of exotic motorbike. His stories are read all over the world. He is by far the most influential motorbike reporter in the world. This qualification embarrasses him. 'The most influential, you say? Those are pretty big words. I am a motorbike reporter who has found a way to turn his hobby into a profession, that's all. I do realise that I have a dream job. After all these years, testing motors and writing about them still counts as a hobby. I feel privileged.'
GREAT RESPONSIBILITY
What is the secret to his success? 'I write for myself,' he says. 'I am not bound to an organisation or a motorbike magazine. This ensures that I can write whatever I want. And I don't fear criticism. It's simple: if a motorbike is good, it's good, and if it's bad, it's bad. As a motorbike reporter, you have to be honest and objective. And you have to be able to analyse, to read a bike.' Alan Cathcart has little respect for reporters who, due to a lack of credentials, are led by press kits with factory information that is full of praise. This is why, as a former circuit racer, he does not test cross-country motorbikes. 'I cannot ride these bikes well enough to analyse them properly. That's why I never write about them.' He continues: 'The amount of money and time spent on developing a new motorbike is simply unbelievable. That is why a reporter has a great responsibility when he analyses a motorbike. And he obviously needs to have a certain level of expertise.' His razor-sharp and analysing pen has never got him into trouble. Honda, however, were 'not amused' when Alan Cathcart tore apart Eddie Lawson's winning 1989 GP bike a year later. 'You have to understand me; Eddie is my hero, but the bike that gave him the world title had its problems. It was difficult to control. I discovered that and wrote about it. A year later, I met the Manager of Honda Racing. He told me that the Honda Management were pretty angry about my critical story. But he also told me that I was right. 'You wrote the truth.' I consider that to be a big compliment. That's why factory teams still invite me, because I'm honest in my articles.'a motorbike. And he obviously needs to have a certain level of expertise.

PASSION FOR ITALIAN BIKES
Alan Cathcart knows every make of motorbike, whether it is Japanese, German or English. Italian motorbikes, however, are his favourite. Alan Cathcart did not start his racing career on a Ducati 250 cc Supermono for nothing. 'I love Italian culture, their mentality and the way they think about life. Only Italians can make a Moto Guzzi V8, an MV Agusta F4 or a Ducati four-valve machine. The bikes carry the mark and the character of the people who developed them. You can see passion in an Italian motorbike.' He will never forget one particular bike, the Paton. It was developed by Giuseppe Pattoni, who paid for it all himself. Without any outside help, this passionate Italian constructor developed a GP racer in his own garage which was able to compete with the fastest factory racers and which had many successes during historic international races. 'I even won the Dutch Classic TT with a Paton as a warm-up to the GP race. Giuseppe Pattoni was glowing with pride. Only Italians can create a motorbike such as the Paton. Giuseppe devoted his whole life to his creation. It did not do him any good in financial terms, but he will always be remembered as the man who developed the Paton on his own. That passion, that commitment, that's why I prefer Italian motorbikes.'
QUALIFYING
Alan Cathcart is an easy talker. But he is short-spoken about one subject: his age. 'Let's just say that I'm in my fifties.' A different question: how long will he be able to continue this work, as he is still pushing motorbikes to the limit? He says: 'Some time ago, I tested the Ten Cate CBR600, the world champion in the Supersport 600 class. I set a qualifying time. In other words, as long as I can still qualify, I am still good enough for this job.
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