
KEVIN STABLES   ( 11/10/49  -  06/03/08)    MEMORIA L RUN 2008      
 
Three members of the V-Max owner's group recently embarked on a short notice tour of the Northern  
Cape.  The trip was initially planned for September 2008, comprising of myself, Stan York, Shaun 
Mitchell 
and Kevin Stables and probably one or two other bikers.  However when Kevin passed away suddenly 
on  
6 March 2008, we decided to do this trip anyway, in memory of Kevin and before the winter sets in. 
 
On Saturday 28 March 2008 we hit the road south for Bloemfontein and beyond with sleeping bags, 
tent and cash.  Once through Bloemfontein we headed for Gariep dam (biggest dam in S.A. formerly 
Verwoerd dam) filling up in Edenville and later in Trompsburg. We spent the night at Norvalspont on the 
banks of the Orange River just below Gariep Dam. 
 
Shaun Mitchell could only come up form Cape Town on Sunday,so we decided to ride around the dam 
to 
kill time before the short 40k's to Colesburg where we were to meet up with Shaun. We rode the 50k's 
to Bethulie, with no sign of any vehicles on the road, then stopped to view the monument for the horse.  
Unfortunately it is inside a steel cage which spoils it somewhat. We had a scenic ride crossing the 
Orange again into the Northern Cape and 53k's to Venterstad where we filled up.  We had a nice ride 
through to Norvalspont and onto the R58 to Colesburg where we stopped and settled kinda quick at a 
Wimpy, by now we were rather hungry. 
 
Shaun arrived about 2 hours later, we booked into a chalet with the Maxes parked under cover.  That  
evening we had a braai and with good music from the innovative Shaun's I-pod hi-fi that he carried on 
his bike. Being buddies for many years we had good fun and laughter and spoke about the years gone 
by. 
 
Next morning we moved on to De Aar passing through Hanover.  The plan was to take a few  photos  
of the steam locomotives that used to work the line from De Aar to Kimberley and Upington,  These 
lines 
are not electrified.  Diesel engines are the only method used now  and the steamers are gone forever. 
We 
spent that night at the ex-railway recreation grounds that are currently being leased privately 
to a retired policeman, that night we had a braai and camped under a lapa. 
 
Tuesday we left De Aar, surrounded by Karoo scenery at it's best. We stopped at Phillipstown where 
Shaun took us on a guided tour of the boarding school he was in as a laaitie, now standing derelict, it 
is actually sad to see this building going to waste. We spent the night in Van der Kloof, opting for a 
chalet in this beautiful little town in the Karoo hills.  This is where the P.K. le Roux dam is situated,  
being part of the Orange River scheme. 
 
Wednesday a quick cup of coffee and on our way.  Crossing the Orange, with a roundabout route 
through 
the town Luckhoff we crossed the river yet again lower down over the Havenga bridge, opened in 1935. 
We travelled along R369, encountering monkeys romping in the sweethorn trees, miles from the 
Orange 
River.  We enjoyed brunch in Orania, proceeded to Hopetown where we filled up.  
 
Shaun had work commitments, plans changed somewhat, he had to be at a meeting on Friday 
morning.  We planned to sleep over at Prieska that evening but decided to push through to Upington 
where we would split the next day, with Shaun riding back to Cape Town. 
 
Leaving Prieska at about 3 p.m. we now had to move towards Upington preferably before dark.  We 
rode 
through Marydale to Groblershoop where we filled up and on the N10 for the last 120km to Upington. 
 
Arriving in Upington at about 5.30 p.m. we decided to camp at the Eiland resort, Shaun and Stan went 
in 
search of food while I was camp guard.  Arriving with KFC  we had a hearty meal, having travelled 
690km that day. 
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After discussing the past week as one of the best experiences we ever had in a  
long time, it was decided that we would like to do it again soon. 
 
Thursday morning we were on our way by 7.00 am.  Shaun on his way back to Cape Town and 
us  
heading for the next petrol station at Olifantshoek, about a 150km trek.  We encountered some 
buck on the road.  Passing through Kuruman we eventually reached Vryburg where we had 
lunch. 
Deciding not to stay there overnight we rode through to Delareyville and settled at a place called 
the Watergat.  We settled at about 10.00pm after having supper in the restaurant. 
 
Friday morning we rode out from Delareyville for the dreaded 60km or so trip to Ottosdal.  We 
had been warned about the potholes on this road, I have never seen anything like this before.  I 
am sorry I did not take photos, but just wanted to get through it.  In Ottosdal we were told that 
the roads had not been worked on for 2 years. 
 
After a late breakfast in Klerksdorp we travelled through Potchefstroom to Vanderbijl.  We took 
the 
back road and arrived at my shop at 12.30pm. 
 
The bikes used no oil on the 2400km trip and consumption was about 13km/litre at 130 - 
140km/ 
hour.  This proves again that the V-max is a reliable machine with no problems whatsoever  
encountered on the trip. 
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